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Performing Rage
Reni Eldo-Lodge 

ÅThe inclusion of bigotry in public forums as a 

legitimate point of view

ÅThe defence of bigotry as a legitimate point of view 

from which those listening and watching would  gain 

understanding

ÅThe polarisation of public ñdebateò and the inclusion 

of rage as a performance
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ñ..yet it is somehow conventional wisdom 
that free speech is under assault, that 
university campuses have succumbed to 
an epidemic of no-platformingéthat 
Enlightenment values that protected the 
right to free expression and individual 
liberty are under threat. ñ

Nesrine Malik, We Need New Stories. Challenging the 
Toxic Myths Behind Our Age of Discontent (2019)

The Myth of a Free Speech Crises

y
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ñThe purpose of the [free speech crises] 
myth is not to secure freedom of 
speechéThe purpose is to secure the 
licence to speak with impunity; not 
freedom of expression but rather 
freedom from the consequences of that 
expression.ò

Nesrine Malik, We Need New Stories. Challenging 
the Toxic Myths Behind Our Age of Discontent 

(2019)

The Myth of a Free Speech Crises

y
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ñWhat has increased is not intolerance of 
speech. There is simply more speech. 
é[and] there is simply more objectionable 
speech. 

A moral right to express unpopular opinions 
is not a moral right to express those 
opinions in a way that silences the voices of 
others, or puts them in danger of violence.ò

Nesrine Malik, We Need New Stories. Challenging the 
Toxic Myths Behind Our Age of Discontent (2019)

The Myth of a Free Speech Crises

y

NZ Herald 16 August 2018: The free speech 

debate. Guy Body
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ÅConcerned with ñgreat replacementò 

é turn us into minorities in our own countries in a few 
decadesò, (Generation Identity website)

ÅAnti-multiculturalism and immigration/ 
immigrants (Muslims as ñinvadersò, ñreverse-
colonised by non-whitesò, R. Camus, 2012)

ÅPost-2000 (France, Austria, USA)

ÅMartin Sellner (ñover-groomed millennialsò, 
The Guardian, 28 March 2019)

Identitarian Movement
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ÅTommy Robinson (Stephen Yaxley-Lennon)

Åfounder/leader, English Defence League

Åñfree speech warriorò (at war with Islamic 
fundamentalists)

Åemployee of The Rebel Media (Toronto)

Åjailed (and then released) for contempt of 
court (630,000 online petition)

Banned: Twitter, March 2018; 

PayPal, November 2018; 

Facebook, Instagram, Feb 2019 

Free Tommy

The Observer 29 July 2018
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ÅLibel and defamation

ÅHarmful Communications Act, 
2015

ÅBroadcasting Standards Authority 
et al

ÅWho gets to speak and to whom?

#1 MYTH : SPEECH IS ï
OR SHOULD BE - FREE



Massey University  | massey.ac.nz |  0800 MASSEY

é hate speech covers all forms of expression that spread, incite, promote or 
justify racial hatred, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, or other forms of hatred 
based on intolerance Council of Europe

é anything that directly attacks people based on what are known as their 
ñprotected characteristicsò ïrace, ethnicity, national origin, religious 
affiliations, sexual orientation, sex, gender identity, or serious disability or 
disease Facebook 

#2 MYTH :   HATE SPEECH IS TOO DIFFICULT 
TO DEFINE 
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é with intent to excite hostility 
or ill will against or bring into 
contempt or ridicule any group 
of persons in New Zealand on 
the ground of colour, race, or 
ethnic or national origins of that 
group of persons. 

Human Rights Act 1993

Stuff: 4 April 2017
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ÅResearch has established a direct 
link between online hate and hate 
crimes (K.Müller and C.Schwarz)

ÅIt dehumanises and marginalises 
particular groups (Netsafe plus 

ActiionStations, 2018)

#3 MYTH :  HATE SPEECH UNDERMINES 
DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES, VALUES AND 

INSTITUTIONS 
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é hate speech damages the dignity and 
reputation of individuals in vulnerable 
groups; é

[and]é it undermines the public good of 
socially furnished assurances with which the 
dignity of ordinary people is supported é

[and]é defaces and pollutes the 
environment in which members of 
vulnerable groups é have to live their lives 
and bring up their children 

Jeremy Waldron, 2012
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é do not buy assumption that truth 
will eventually prevail in the market 
place of ideas, or the assumption that 
the best remedy for bad speech is 
more speech é

Jeremy Waldron, 2012
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ÅWhy should we give moral or 
political equivalence to hate 
speech? 

ÅDo we understand the impacts 
and silencing that hate speech 
leads to?  (ActionStations/Netsafe, 
2018)

WHY SHOULD WE TOLERATE HATE SPEECH?


