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United Nations 2013 Estimates 

•  232m international migrants (175m in 
2000) 

•  136m in “North” Countries 
•  South to South Migration increasing 

faster than South to North 
•  Asia fastest growing destination 
•  Remittances $505 billion in 2013 



Permanent migration inflows into selected 
OECD and non-OECD countries, 2007 and 

2010 
Source: OECD 2012, p.30 



Population growth between 2000 and 2010 
and its components 

Source: OECD 2012, p.52 



Average annual net migration rates, 
2005-07 and 2008-10 

Source: OECD 2013, p.18 



Australia:  Total Population Growth Showing 
the Natural Increase and Net Migration 

Components, 1901-2013 
Source: ABS 1986 and ABS Australian Demographic Statistics, various issues 

-100,000 

0 

100,000 

200,000 

300,000 

400,000 

500,000 
19

01
 

19
05

 
19

09
 

19
13

 
19

17
 

19
21

 
19

25
 

19
29

 
19

33
 

19
37

 
19

41
 

19
45

 
19

49
 

19
53

 
19

57
 

19
61

 
19

65
 

19
69

 
19

73
 

19
77

 
19

81
 

19
85

 
19

89
 

19
93

 
19

97
 

20
01

 
20

05
 

20
09

 
*2

01
3 

N
um

be
r 

Year 

Natural Increase 

Net Migration 

*	
  Year	
  Ending	
  31st	
  March	
  2013	
  



Components of NOM 
Source: DIAC 2012, p.6 



Australia: 
A Country of Immigration 

•  26 percent born overseas in 2011 
•  18.8 percent Australia-born with an 

overseas-born parent(s) in 2011 
•  908,049 persons temporarily present 

at 30 June 2011 
•  Without postwar migration the 

Australian population would be less 
than 13 million 

•  Around 750,000 Australians overseas 



Indicators of Australian Diversity, 2011 
Source: ABS, 2011 Census 

Indicator Percent 

Born overseas 26.1 

Born overseas in CALD country 16.6 

Australia-born with an overseas-born parent 18.8 

Speaks language other than English at home 19.2 

Ancestry (multi response) in a CALD country (2006) 26.0 

Non-Christian religion 22.3 

Indigenous Population 2.6 

No. of birthplace groups with 10,000 +  67 

No. of birthplace groups with 1,000 +  133 

No. of indigenous persons 548,369 



Australia:  Settler Arrivals by Region of Last 
Residence, 1947-2012 

Source:  DIMIA, Australian Immigration: Consolidated Statistics;  DIAC, Immigration Update, various issues;  DIAC, unpublished data 



Distribution of Birthplace of Overseas-Born,  2011 
Source:   ABS 2011 Census 



Changing Origin of Settlers 
Distribution of Birthplace of Settlers to Australia, 1970 

Source:  DIMIA 1972 Australian Immigration: Consolidated Statistics  



Australia: Birthplace Country of Settler 
Arrivals, 2010-11 

Source: DIAC unpublished data 



10 Largest Overseas-born Groups 
in 2011 

Source: ABS 2011 Census 



Australia: Fastest Growing Groups, 2006-2011 
Source: ABS 2006 and 2011 Censuses  



Australia: Slowest Growing 
Groups 2009-10 

Source: ABS Estimated Resident Population Data 

Note: Excludes groups with less than 5000 persons in 2006 



A Paradigm Shift in Australian 
Migration 

•  Increase in non permanent migration 

•  Increase in onshore migration 

•  Increased focus on skill 

•  Introduction of State Specific and Regional Migration Scheme and 

other schemes to assist settlement in non-metropolitan areas 

•  Increased settlement outside main gateways 

•  Increased diversity 

•  Importance of asylum seekers 

•  New issues 

 - Migration and Development 

 - Migration and Climate Change 



Percentage of high-educated among the 
foreign-born population, 2000 and 2010 

Source: OECD 2012, p.54 



Higher Degree Qualification by Australia- and 
Overseas-Born, 1981-2011 

Source:  1981 to 2001 Census One Percent files, ABS 2006 and 2011 
Censuses 



Migration program category outcomes 
2012-13 – onshore versus offshore 

Source: DIAC 2013, p.5 



Australia: Migration Program Outcome by Stream and Non-
Program Migration, 1976-7 to 2012-13 

Source: DIAC Population Flows: Immigration Aspects, various issues; DIAC Immigration Update, various 
issues; DIAC 2012 and 2013 
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Employer sponsored outcome 2003-04 
to 2012-13 

Source: DIAC 2013, p.10 



RSMS outcomes 2003-04 to 2012-13 
Source: DIAC 2013, p.11 



Australia:  Permanent Arrivals of New Zealand 
Citizens and New Zealand-Born Persons, 1981-82 to 

2011-12 
Source:  DIMIA, Australian Immigration: Consolidated Statistics and DIAC, Immigration 

Update, various issues 
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Humanitarian Program grants by 
category 1994–95 to 2011-12 

Source: DIAC 2011a, p.59 and 2011b and 2012 



Australia: Unauthorised Arrivals, 1989-90 to 2012-13 
Source: DIMIA  2002, 2004 and 2005; DIAC 2007; DIAC Annual Report, various issues; Phillips and 

Spinks 2012; DIAC 2013 
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Australia: Permanent Additions, 2001-02 to 
2010-11 

Source: DIAC Immigration Update, various issues 
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Australia: Temporary Migration, 1986-87 to 2011-12 
Source: DIAC, Population Flows: Immigration Aspects, various issues; DIAC 2012 
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ANZ Bank Job Advertisement Series and 
Subclass 457 Primary Applications Lodged 

2003-10 
Cully 2011, p.26 



Main Origin Countries 457s 
-2011-12 (54,060) 



Student Visa Grants 2008-09 and 2010-11: 
Major Source Countries 

DIAC 2011, p.57 



Australia:  Total Fertility Rates of the 20 
Largest Birthplace Groups in Australia, 2011 

Source:  ABS 2011 Census and ABS 2012 Births Australia 

*Higher than Australia-born 



Australia: Standardised Death 
Rates, 2011 

Source: ABS Deaths Bulletin 



Where Immigrants Settle Is Important 

•  Influences day-to-day interactions 
•  Influence on broader well-being 
•  Influence on language and cultural maintenance 
•  Influence on integration, adjustment to labour and 

housing markets 
•  Influence on relationship with longer established 

Australians and other migrant groups 
•  Major influence on the distribution of the total 

Australian population 



The Spatial Distribution of 
Immigrants in Australia 

•  Dynamic, ever-changing 
•  Migrants more mobile than non-migrants, 

especially in early years of settlement 
•  Spatial distribution is quite different to that 

of the total population 
•  Convergence with length of settlement 



Key Factors of the Spatial 
Dimensions of Immigrant Settlement 

•  Before World War II quite dispersed 
although since concentration in large cities 

•  Postwar 1945-2001 a growing concentration 
in major cities, especially Sydney and 
Melbourne 

•  Variation between groups in tendency to 
concentrate. 

•  Evidence of shifts in 2001-11 period 



Distribution of Overseas-Born Population 
Between Capital Cities and Rest of State, 1947, 

2001, 2006 and 2011 
Source:  ABS Censuses 



Australia:  Distribution of the CALD-Born 
Population by SA4 Region, 2011 

Source:  ABS 2011 Census 



Australia:  Settlers Arriving in the Last 3 Years by Non-
Metropolitan Statistical Divisions, July 2009 to June 2012 

Source:  DIAC Settlement Reporting Facility 



Australia:  Distribution of Temporary Business 
Workers, 2010 

Source:  Cully, 2011 



Major Localities Which WHMs Visited, 2008 
Source:  Tan et al., 2009, 70 



Australia:  Rest of State Migration Profile, 2006-2011 
Source:  ABS 2006 and 2011 Censuses 



Unemployment for native-born and foreign-born, 
OECD member countries, 2011 

Source: DIAC 2013, p.145  



Employment outcomes of Australia's 
population by birth group, 2011 Census 

Source: DIAC 2013, p.149  



Education and employment outcomes, 
children of Australians and children of 

migrants 15 to 34 years of age  
Source: DIAC 2013, p.155 



There is substantial evidence of a “brain 
waste” among refugee-humanitarian 
settlers where they do not get jobs 
commensurate with their skill/education.  
There is evidence of 
 - discrimination on the basis of race, 
religion and ethnic origin 
 - structural disadvantage in the 
workplace 



Occupation of Employed Migrants, 15 
Years and Over, 2006  

Source: ABS, 2010b, 13-14  



Australia: First, Second Generation Humanitarian 
Birthplace Groups, Australia and Overseas Born by 

Occupation and Education, 2011 
Source: ABS 2011 Census 



Australia: First, Second Generation Humanitarian 
Birthplace Groups, Australia and Overseas Born by 

Occupation and Education, 2011  
Source: ABS 2011 Census 



Workforce Participation: A 
Mixed Experience 

•  Clear evidence of upward mobility 
•  However also some groups trapped in low 

income jobs 
•  The “refugee gap” 
•  Need for removal of discrimination, facilitate 

recognition of qualifications and experience to 
“level playing field” 

•  However filling important shortages in labour 
market not filled by other migrant groups 



Migrants’ net impact on the Australian Government 
Budget by visa category, 2010-11 

Source: DIAC 2012, p.167 



Demographic Implications 

•  Increasing role in population growth, 
composition and distribution 

•  Increasing influence on natural increase 
•  Major element in skill/education growth - 

productivity 
•  Huge social influence 
•  Increasing role in international 

categories 



Conclusion 
•  Dynamic and changing age structure 
•  Challenges to longstanding positive attitudes 

to migrant settlement 
•  New issues of settlement of temporary 

migrants 
•  Challenges faced by refugees and asylum 

seekers 
•  New issues in non-metropolitan areas 
•  Increasingly need to consider migration not 

just in terms of national interest 




